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Welcome to Ratio Christi 

— at Texas A&M 



Welcome! 


Ratio Christi, meaning “reason for Christ" in Latin, serves to defend the Christian 
faith in honest dialogue with both our skeptical & believing friends. 

Weekly Meetings: Thursday @ 7:30pm 

in person + via ZOOM 

RC-TAMU.org 



RATIO CHRISTI 



Thomistic Institute 


The Thomistic Institute exists to promote Catholic truth in our contemporary world by 
strengthening the intellectual formation of Christians at Texas A&M University, in the 
Church, and in the wider public square. The thought of St Thomas Aquinas, the Universal 

Doctor of the Church, is our touchstone. 

Weekly Meetings: Wednesdays @ 8:45pm, ZOOM 

thomisticinstitute.org/texas-am 



THOMISTIC 


INSTITUTE 






Secular Students Alliance 


The Secular Student Alliance seeks to provide a support network for the atheists, agnostics, 

and otherwise secular peoples of Texas A&M University, 

SSA brings together people from a wide range of religious and ideological backgrounds in 
order to foster deeper levels of understanding through discussion and dialogue. 

Weekly Meetings: Wednesdays @ 8:30pm, ZOOM 

facebook.com/groups/TAMUSecularStudentAlliance 



secular 


student , 


alliance 





Fall 2020: Confronting Old Testament Controversy 


How well do you know your Old Testament? 

This fall Ratio Christi at Texas A&M is Confronting Old Testament Controversy. 

Despite being the majority of the Bible, the Old Testament remains a difficult and sometime perplexing group of writings. With 
ancient laws, long histories, and confusing prophecies, we are often left wondering... what do we do with the Old Testament? 
Each week we will look at the toughest questions surrounding the Hebrew Bible: 

■ Is the God of the Old Testament evil? *'■ 

■ Did the Exodus really happen? If so, when? 

■ Were the Israelites polytheists? 

■ Did Moses write the Torah? 

Join us each Thursday at 7:30pm to learn a little bit more about the old testament. 
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Recap of the semester so far 


Confronting Old Testament Controversy 
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1. Week 1: Text of the Tanakh 


• The text of the Hebrew Bible (Tanakh) consists primarily of the Greek LXX and 
Hebrew MT. 

• Inspiration is a process, not an event 


2. Week 2: Interpreting Genesis 1-11 

• Genre widely considered Proto-History: historical events and personages are cloaked 
in the mythological language of exalted prose. 


3. Week 3: Integrating Genesis with science 

• Various interpretations of Genesis in historical Jewish & Christian interpretation 

i. Only the Literal Calendar Day view is in any serious conflict with ancient universe 

ii. Only "Fixity" view of kinds Is in any serious conflict with common ancestry 


• Darwinism is dead: Evolution is way more than random mutation + natural selection lo 



Adam and Eve 

Literary Figures? Or True Myth? 
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Scientific-Theological Battlegrounds 
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General Question 

How old is the 
earth/universe? 

How is life related? 

How did life diversify? 

How did humanity 
originate? 
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Biblical Data 

Days of Genesis 

Animal kinds 

God's action in creation 

Eve and Adam, 
Adam-Christ typology 


Scientific Data 

Radiometric dating, distant 
starlight, etc. 


Fossils, morphology, 
similar genetic code 


Mutation + selection 


Shared primate ancestry, 
population genetics, etc. 


Integrative Views 

Young-Earth 
vs Old-Earth 


Common ancestry vs 
common design 


Creationism vs Intelligent 
Design vs Darwinism 


Historical Adam vs 
Non-Historical Adam 



THEOLOGY ALERT! 


To what extent do these four 
questions intersect with 
Christian theoLogy? 






Scientific-Theological Battlegrounds 
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General Question 

Biblical Data 

Scientific Data 

Integrative Views 

How old is the 

Days of Genesis 

Radiometric dating, distant 

Young-Earth 

earth/universe? 


starlight, etc. 

vs Old-Earth 

How is life related? 

Animal kinds 

Fossils, morphology, 
similar genetic code 

Common ancestry vs 
common design 

How did life diversify? 

God's action in creation 

Mutation + selection 

Creationism vs Inteiligent 
Design vs Darwinism 


Eve and Adam, 
Adam-Christ typology 


How did humanity 
originate? 


Shared primate ancestry, 
population genetics, etc. 


Historical Adam vs 
Non-Historical Adam 



Doctrines Affected by Adam & Eve 


• Hamartiology(i.e. doctrine of sin) • 

o Original guilt 
o Inherited corruption 
o Origin of death 

• Christology 

o Christ is the new Adam 
o Christ repairs the damage of Adam 

• Eschatology 

o Tree of Life in the New Jerusalem 
o Resurrection and recreation 

• Baptism • 

o Why should babies be baptized? • 

• Justification 

o Is righteousness imputed? Is sin 
imputed? 
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Anthropology 

o Human race 

■ one blood vs many bloods 

■ Curse of Ham 

o Gender identity 
o Moral bounds of sexuality 
o Definition of marriage 
o I mage of God 
o Nature of the soul 
o Freedom of the will 

Atonement 

Theodicy 

o Why is there evil in the world? 
o Why do babies die? 
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Example Objection 'acfiS 


Genetics has proven the Adam and Kve story in Genesis to be 
impossible. Without the Adam and Eve story, there would be no 
“Original Sin”. Without Original Sin, there would be no need for 
Jesus. Without Jesus, the Christian religion falls apart completely. 

The whole religion is based on and relics upon a story that could not 
possibly be true. All evidence points to this fact. 


TTI^ J ^ ^ ^ 
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Our goal tonight 

Establish the Opening Move 

We are not going to follow the objections all the way down to their 
logical conclusion. Conservatively, there are at least 5 views per 

doctrine which is 390,000+ possible combinations. 
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Official Ratio Christi Position 

We believe that humans were created in God’s image, and that in a discrete 
historical event Adam and Eve fell from their good relationship with God through 
sin. As a consequence of his sin, there is a divine curse on “the whole creation” 
(Romans 8:18-25) and all descendants of Adam became spiritually dead through 

having inherited a corrupt nature, Christ being the exception. 

Ratio Christi Statement of Faith 

H-1 

RATIO CHRISTI 


Views expressed are of the speaker or cited author(s) only and anything derivative of the above are not endorsed by Ratio Christi, Inc. nor Central Church - College Station -u) 






Recommended Resource: Defenders Podcast (Series 3) ‘qcSr 
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William Lane Craig 
reasonablefaith.org 


Defenders is Dr. William Lane Craig’s 
Sunday School class on Christian doctrine 
and apologetics. 

"Excursus On Creation Of Life And 
Biological Diversity" is a 35 episode 
segment that provides a nice summary of 
the interpretation of Genesis, science of 
evolution, and integration of all the data. 



DEFENDERS 

wit/t William Lane Craig 


https://www.reasonablefaith.org/podcasts/ 

defenders-podcast-series-3/excursus-on- 

creation-of-life-and-biological-diversity/ 
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Important Considerations scfiJ 

1. Literary character vs. Historical character 

2. Truth-in-a-story vs. Truth simpliciter 

3. Illustrative vs. Assertive 
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Literary Character vs Historical Character 
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A literary character is the character in a story, whereas the historical character is 
the person who actually existed, i.e. the actual flesh-and-blood individual that 
the stories are allegedly about. 




Julius Caesar 

Literary Caesar inhabits the world of 
Shakespeare's play 

Historical Caesar inhabits the actual world and 
was first ruler of Roman Empire 


Alexander Hamilton 

Literary Hamilton inhabits the world of 
Miranda's musical 

Historical Hamilton inhabits the actual world 
and was first Treasury Secretary of the U.S. 


Sherlock Holmes 

Literary Holmes inhabits the world of Conan 

Doyle's series 

Historical Holmes does not exist 
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Truth SimpUciter MS Truth-ln-A-Story 
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• A statement S is True simpliciter if and only if S states what is the case. 

• A statement S is True-in-a-story if and only if it is found in or implied by that 
story. 




Julius Caesar 


Alexander Hamilton Sherlock Holmes 


True-in-a-story: Caesar was warned by 
soothsayers to "beware the ides of March" 


True-in-a-story: Hamilton follows the 10 
commandments of dueling 


True-in-a-story: Sherlock Holmes lives with John 
Watson at 221B Baker St. 


True unqualified: Caesar crossed the Rubicon True unqualified: Hamilton was first Treasury True unqualified: N/A, all propositions about 

river to become the first ruler of Roman Empire Secretary of the U.S. Holmes are meta 
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Illustrative vs Assertive 
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• Using a text illustratively is merely to provide an illustration, real or 
imagined, of the point that the author is trying to make. 

• Using a text assertively is to say that the text asserts what is the case 





Julius Caesar 


Alexander Hamilton Sherlock Holmes 


True-in-a-story: Caesar was warned by 
soothsayers to "beware the ides of March" 


True-in-a-story: Hamilton follows the 10 
commandments of dueling 


True-in-a-story: Sherlock Holmes lives with John 
Watson at 221B Baker St. 


True unqualified: Caesar crossed the Rubicon True unqualified: Hamilton was first Treasury 

river to become the first ruler of Roman Empire Secretary of the U.S. 


True unqualified: N/A, all propositions about 

Holmes are meta 
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Eve & Adam in the Bible 

Tanakh 

• Genesis 2-4 

• Genesis 5//1 Chronicles 1:1 

• Hosea 6:7 

o ambiguous translation adamh (humanity) vs Adam (proper name) 

New Testament 

• Matthew 19:4 // Mark 10:6 

• Luke 3:38 

• Acts 17:26 

• Ronnans 5:12-21 

• 1 Corinthians 11:8-16 

• 1 Corinthians 15:20-23,42-50 
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Eve & Adam in the Bible 

Tanakh 

• Genesis 2-4 

• Genesis 5//1 Chronicles 1:1 

• Hosea 6:7 

o ambiguous translation adamh (humanity) vs Adam (proper name) 

New Testament 

• Matthew 19:4 // Mark 10:6 

• Luke 3:38 

• Acts 17:26 

• Ronnans 5:12-21 

• 1 Corinthians 11:8-16 

• 1 Corinthians 15:20-23,42-50 
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The Literary Adam 
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Genesis 2-4 


The narrative account of Eve & Adam that defines 
the literary Adam 

Genre analysis of Genesis 1-11 suggests the 
account is "mytho-history" 

Adam (meaning "man") and Eve (meaning "life") 
clearly have mythological function 

o Names are post-de-facto as the Hebrew puns {'adamh, 

’adamah) would not have linguistically made sense until the 
united monarchy (~1000 BC) 

Assessment: Narrative account that is not clear on 
its own. The most we can confidently infer is 
truth-in-a-storv 

/ Depiction of Eve & Adam by Beatus of Liebana, 8th 

century AD Austrian monk (Wikimedia commons) 






















































The Genealogical Adam ^ 

Genesis 5 //1 Chronicles 1:1 // Luke 3:38 

• Adam sits at the start of genealogies that include indisputably historical 
personages 

• The mythological oddities in the lists (e.g. fantastically long lifespans) are not 
sufficient to rule out historicity 

o Sumerian King List states Enmebaragesi reigned for 900 years, yet 
independent archaeological evidence attests to his existence. 

• Could Adam be a historical person later mythologized (vice versa)? 

• Assessment: Likely assertive use, probably mythologized history. 
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Alabaster vase fragment with 
transcription of Enmebaragesi as 
king of Kish (illustration, Wikimedia). 
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"Apostle Paul" by Aldan Hart 
https://aidanharticons.com/apostle-paul/ 


Acts 17:26 

• "And [God] made from one every nation of men 
to live on all the face of the earth, having 
determined allotted periods and the 
boundaries of their habitation..." 

• Majority of interpreters consider the "one" to 
be Adam 

• Incidental affirmation of Paul's belief in the 
universal descent of humanity from Adam 

• Assessment: Paul's discourse makes numerous 
allusions. Adam is primarily illustrative, not 
much beyond literary, Truth-in-a-story 
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The Pauline Adam 
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"Apostle Paul" by Aldan Hart 
https://aidanharticons.com/apostle-paul/ 


1 Corinthians 15:20-23,42-50 

• Adam-Christ parallels 

o "For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in 
Christ shall all be made alive." 

o Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living 
being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 

o Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we 
shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. 

• Assessment: Greek is ambiguous whether 
parallels are illustrative or causal. However, 
pairing the historical resurrected Jesus with a 
(merely) literary Adam strains credulity. 
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The Pauline Adam 


o 

STI 



RAT 

CHR 



"Apostle Paul" by Aldan Hart 
https://aidanharticons.com/apostle-paul/ 


Romans 5:12-21 

• Adam-Christ parallels intensify 

o Just as sin came into the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and so death spread to all men because 
all sinned..,death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over 
those whose sinning was not like the transgression of 
Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 

o If many died by one man's trespass, much more have.,.the 
free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ 

o For as by the one man's disobedience the many were 
made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many 
will be made righteous. 

• Assessment: Adam is used as a causal 
explanation of sin and linked to Moses + Jesus. 
Likely assertive use of historical Adam. 





Summary of the Biblical Data 
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• Narrative account of Gen 2-4 defines the literary Adam, but the genre of 
mytho-history tempers any strong historical inferences 

• Genealogies (Gen 5, Chr 1, Luke 3) indicate historical interest in Adam and 
assert Adam at the genealogical headwaters of humanity. 

• Paul's incidental treatment of Adam in Acts 17 and 1 Cor 15 is most naturally 
interpreted as a historical person used both illustratively and possibly 
assertively. 

• Paul assertively argues in Romans 5 that Adam's actions have impacted the 
world in a way that a mere literary character cannot. 
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Individual Biological* Ancestors: A&E were recently (< 10,000 
ya) or anciently (100,000+ ya) created biological ancestors of the 
entire human race 

* we will come back to this after surveying the scientific data 

Individual Representative-Ancestors: A&E were a divinely 
selected/created pair in a group of human ancestors to federally 
represent the human race 



Ch. 3 of Old Earth or Evolutionary Creation? (2017, IVP Academic) 


35 







Tangent: Did Adam Have Contemporaries? 'acfiS 


• Are the creation accounts describing same events? 

o "Fill the earth and subdue it" (Gen 1) vs "work and tend the 
Garden" (Gen 2) 

• Conundra of Cain (Gen 4:8-17) 

o Whom did he fear? 
o Whom did he marry? 
o Who lived in his city? 

• Possible solution: God creates a group of humans en masse in 
Gen 1. Then, creates A&E in Gen 2 for a special revelation 

• Possible solution: God creates A&E as the first people, then 
more people emerge after their banishment 



https://drmsh.com/genesis-13-face-compatible-genome-research/ 
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DifFerent Models of Adam & Eve 
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Individual Biological* Ancestors: A&E were recently (< 10,000 
ya) or anciently (100,000+ ya) created biological ancestors of the 
entire human race 

* we will come back to this after surveying the scientific data 

Individual Representative-Ancestors: A&E were a divinely 
selected/created pair in a group of human ancestors to federally 
represent the human race 

Group Representative-Ancestors: A&E were prominent 
members of a group selected by God for special divine revelation 

Literary Representative Figures: God continually revealed 
Himself and dealt with humanity over a long period of time, but 
humanity continually rejected Him to pursue self-interest. A&E 
are a literary representation of that humanity’s, Israel’s, and our 
own rejection of God 


Ch. 3 of Old Earth or Evolutionary Creation? (2017, IVP Academic) 


37 







38 








Two Key Claims 
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1. Modern human beings (i.e. homo sapiens) share a common ancestor with other 
primates (e.g. chimpanzees). 

2. The ancestral population of human beings has never been lower than a few 
thousand. 


a. That is to say, the genetic diversity present in the human genome can not be accounted for if a genetic 
bottleneck of less than a few thousand members occurred in the past 
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Two Key Claims 
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1. Modern human beings (i.e. homo sapiens) share a common ancestor with 
other primates (e.g. chimpanzees). 

2. The ancestral population of human beings has never been lower than a few 
thousand. 


a. That is to say, the genetic diversity present in the human genome can not be accounted for if a genetic 
bottleneck of less than a few thousand members occurred in the past 
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Claim; Evolutionary theory predicts that the genomes we observe in living primates (such as humans 
and chimpanzees) are, in fact, modified forms of an original genome present in the common ancestor 
of these species. 

Lines of Evidence 

• Similarity of Gene Sequencing, i.e. genetic homology 

o amino acid level (the functional sequence of a given gene’s protein product), 
o nucleotide code level (the underlying DNA code for the required amino acid sequence). 

• Synteny - conservation of gene order along chromosomes between relatives, i.e. homologous 
genes appear in a very similar spatial pattern 

• Pseudogenes - mutated remains of gene sequences that persist in the genome after inactivation. 

• Endogenous Retroviruses - molecular remnants of a past parasitic viral infection. 


Venema, D.R. (2010). Genesis and the Genome: Genomics Evidence for Human-Ape Common Ancestry and Ancestral Hominid Population Sizes. 
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Genesis and the Genome 


Figure 1. Nucleotide and Amino Acid Homology for Insulin in Mammals 
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Figure 1A. The complete nucleotide coding sequence for pre-proinsulin aligned for four primate species (HS = Homo sapiens /human, 
PT = Pan frog/oofyfes/chimpanzee, GG = Gorilla gor///a/gorilla, PP = Pongo pygmaeus/Bornean orangutan), one chiropteran (RF = Rhinolo- 
phus ferrumequinum/grea\er horseshoe bat) and one murid (MM = Mus musculusimouse). Nucleotides that differ from the human sequence 
are shaded in black. Amino acids conserved in all six species are given below the nucleotide sequence. Numbers below codons conserved 
in all six species indicate the number of codon alternatives for that position. 


Venema, D.R. (2010). Genesis and the Genome: Genomics Evidence for Human-Ape Common Ancestry and Ancestral Hominid Population Sizes. 
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Endogenous Retroviruses 


Other 

mammals 


Prosimians 



New World Old World 
monkeys monkeys 


Gibbons Orangutans 


^ - 3 ^ J 






Oldest 
HERV-K 
insertions 
(55 mya) 


^^Oldest HERV-Fc 
Oldest insertions (32-20 
HERV-W mya) 
insertions 
(25 mya) 
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Gorillas 


Bonobos Chimpanzees Humans 







Endogenous Retroviruses (continued) 

• If the ERV targets the sperm or egg cells, the retroviral 
DNA will be inherited by host's descendants 

• This process is rare and fairly random; finding 
retrogenes in identical chromosomal positions of two 
different species indicates common ancestry. 


"Infographic: Human Endogenous Retroviruses and Disease" by Katarina Zimmer in TheScientist, Dec 31,2018 ( httDs://www.the-scientist.com/infoaraDhics/infoaraDhic-65262 ) 

"29+ Evidences for Macroevolution Part4:The Molecular Sequence Evidence" by Douglas Theobald TalkOrigins Archive, 2004 (http://www.talkorigins.Org/faqs/comdesc/section4.html#retroviruses) 









Critique of Common Ancestry 
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• Common Design 

o Might work for the shared functional regions, but pseudogenes and ERVs are 
extremely difficult to account for. 


44 



Two Key Claims 


o 

STI 


1. Modern human beings (i.e. homo sapiens) share a common ancestor with other 
primates (e.g. chimpanzees). 

2. The ancestral population of human beings has never been lower than a few 
thousand. 

a. That is to say, the genetic diversity present in the human genome can not be accounted for if a genetic 
bottleneck of less than a few thousand members occurred in the past. 
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Adam and the Genome 


As our methodology becomes more sophisticated 
and more data are examined, we will likely revise 
our estimates in the future. That said, we can be 
confident that finding evidence that we were 
created separately from other animals or that we 
descend only from two people just isn’t going to 
happen. Some ideas in science are so 
well-supported that it is highly unlikely that new 
evidence will substantially modify them, and 
these are among them. The sun is at the center of 
our solar system, humans evolved, and we 
evolved as a population. 


- Dennis Venema, 

Adam and the Genome (2017), pg 55 
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Evidence for Ancestral Population Sizes 
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Multiplicity of alleles; There are just too many different alleles in the present population 
to have all come from an original human couple within the last 18 million years 

Divergence of alleles; mutational distances between alleles in a population are too far to 
have originated with a single pair in the recent past 

Effective population size estimates; Various independent methods of estimating past 
population size all concur that the human population in the past was never fewer than 
around 10,000 people. 

Trans-species variation; In order for all the alleles which we have in common with 
chimpanzees to be passed on to us from a common ancestor, there needed to be more 
than one couple who transmitted these genetic lines from that ancestor to us. 


Venema, D.R. (2010). Genesis and the Genome: Genomics Evidence for Human-Ape Common Ancestry and Ancestral Hominid Population Sizes. 
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Evidence for Ancestral Population Sizes 
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Multiplicity of alleles: There are just too many different alleles in the present population 
to have all come from an original human couple within the last 18 million years 

Divergence of alleles: mutational distances between alleles in a population are too far to 
have originated with a single pair in the recent past. 

Effective population size estimates: Various independent methods of estimating past 
population size all concur that the human population in the past was never fewer than 
around 10,000 people. 

Trans-species variation: In order for all the alleles which we have in common with 
chimpanzees to be passed on to us from a common ancestor, there needed to be more 
than one couple who transmitted these genetic lines from that ancestor to us. 


Venema, D.R. (2010). Genesis and the Genome: Genomics Evidence for Human-Ape Common Ancestry and Ancestral Hominid Population Sizes. 
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Evidence for Ancestral Population Sizes ‘a chr 





Figure 2. Species and Gene Trees for Human, Chimpanzee, and Gorilla 

A. Comparative primate genomics strongly supports a primate species tree that groups humans (H) and chimpanzees (C) as 
more recently diverged relative to gorilla (G). Most genes in humans and chimpanzees coalesce before coalescence with 
gorilla (B); however, a minority coalesce first with gorilla (C). This alternative gene tree arises when variants of these genes 
were maintained in the human-chimpanzee common ancestral population after gorillas branch off (C). Accordingly, the 
proportion of genes in humans with a gene tree discordant with the species tree can be used to infer the effective population 
size of the lineage leading to humans from the present to the point of divergence with gorilla. See text for details. 


Venema, D.R. (2010). Genesis and the Genome: Genomics Evidence for Human-Ape Common Ancestry and Ancestral Hominid Population Sizes. 
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Evidence for Ancestral Population Sizes 


Taken individually and collectively, population 
genomics studies strongly suggest that our lineage 
has not experienced an extreme population 
bottleneck in the last nine million years or more 
(and thus not in any hominid, nor even an 
australopithecine species), and that any bottlenecks 
our lineage did experience were a reduction only to 
a population of several thousand breeding 
individuals. As such, the hypothesis that humans are 
genetically derived from a single ancestral pair in the 
recent past has no support from a genomics 
perspective, and, indeed, is counter to a large body 
of evidence. 


- Dennis Venema (2010) 

Genesis and the Genome: Genomics Evidence for Human-Ape Common Ancestry and Ancestral Hominid Population Sizes. 




Critique of Population Estimates 
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1. Window Fallacy: The population calculations are based on averaged moving 
windows, not individuals at a snapshot in time. Thus, the hypothesis of a genetic 
bottleneck of 2 hasn't actually been tested. 

2. Ecological Fallacy: the data indicated that the ancestral population of homo sapiens 
on average never dipped below a few thousand, NOT that the population of homo 
sapiens never bottle necked to two. 

a. Consider the homo sapien population went to zero! 

3. "Genetic" Fallacy: The proper question is not time to most recent common ancestor 
(TMRCA) of a DNA segment, but time to the most recent 4 alleles (TMR4A). 

a. Assuming the genetic progenitors of the human race were both heterozygous 

b. Lotsa math later, possible single pair bottleneck emerges at about 500 kya 

https://discourse.peacefuiscience.0rg/t/heiiocentric-certainty-against-a-bottieneck-of-two 

Joshua Swamidass, MD, PhD 

PeacefulScience.org 











Venema's Concession ^ cSS 

Based on some new simulations and some other published 
studies that we drew on, our group came to an agreement - 
that if an event like this had happened, we would be able 
to detect it if it happened more recently than 500,000 
years ago. That was surprising to me, to be sure - I 
thought beforehand that an event like that would show up 
even further back in time. But population genetics isn’t 
always intuitive, and we were torture-testing only one 
modeling approach. Now, hear me well - there is no 
positive evidence at all that such an event occurred. 

Moreover, there is no mechanism that I, nor Buggs, nor 
anyone else that I am aware of, has conceived of that could 
accomplish such an amazing feat. At 500,000 years ago, 
hominins are widespread over Africa and Asia. 

- Dennis Venenna (2019) 

"Adam - Once More, With Feeling" 

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/jesuscreed/2019/ll/04/adam-once-more-with-feelins/ 
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REASONS TO Siim 


Individual Biological* Ancestors 

• Scripture: Most natural reading of the text; some tensions with 
mysterious background characters 

• Science: Possibly contradicted by population genetics. 


Individual Representative-Ancestors 

• Scripture: Resolves background character tension, fits with ANE 
structure 

• Science: Compatible depending on timeline (recent/ancient) 

Group Representative-Ancestors 

• Scripture: No serious indication that God created a group in Eden 

• Science: Compatible depending on timeline (recent/ancient) 

Literary Representative Figures 

• Scripture: Can literary characters bear weight of Paul's theology? 

• Science: Makes no scientific claims. 


Ch. 3 of Old Earth or Evolutionary Creation? (2017, IVP Academic) 
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Two Key Questions Regarding Biological Ancestry 
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• What does "biological" ancestor entail? 

o Thus far, we have only considered genetic progenitorship but that is NOT 
the only definition nor the most relevant. 

• When could Adam & Eve have lived? 

o Assuming genetic progenitorship, two-person bottleneck is possible no 
earlier than -500,000 years ago 
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• What does "biological" ancestor entail? 

o Thus far, we have only considered genetic progenitorship but that is 
NOT the only definition nor the most relevant 

• When could Adann & Eve have lived? 

o Assuming genetic progenitorship, two-person bottleneck is possible no 
earlier than -500,000 years ago 
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"The Genealogical 
Adam & Eve" 


Genetic ancestry traces the history of small stretches of DNA. Genetics is not an 
ordinary definition of ancestry, an anachronism in theology and Scripture. Genetic 
ancestry spreads in a dissipating wave that slows down with time and disappears, just 
like a drop of dye. The majority of our genetic ancestors are “genetic ghosts” having no 
detectable genetic trace in our DNA. Consider that you have 50% of your father’s 
genetics, 25% of your grandfather, 12.5%...etc. 


57 

































The Genealogical Model - Swamidass 

Genealogical ancestry concerns the connections in family trees, pedigrees, and 
genealogies. It is an "ordinary" definition of ancestry. Consider that Genesis 5ff. (cf. Lk. 
3, 1Ch 1) is a genealogy not a genome sequence. In contrast to genetics, 
genealogical descent is a binary: either someone is in your family tree or they are not. 
Your father is in your genealogical line as is your grandfather, great-grandfather, etc. 
and there is no dilution. In contrast to genetic ancestry, genealogical ancestry spreads 
like an explosion, in a chain reaction that does not dilute, but only grows. The number 
of people brought into a genealogical lineage grows at an increasing rate as time goes 
on. Consider you have 1 father, 2 grandfathers, 4 ggrandfathers, 8 gggfathers, etc. As 
you go back in time, ancestry increases exponentially while actual population 
decreases exponentially. 
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Two Key Questions s cfiJ 

• What is a "biological" ancestor? 

o Genetic ancestry 
o Genealogical ancestry 

• When could Adam & Eve have lived? 

o Genetic bottleneck (possibly) 500,000+ years ago 
o Genealogical convergence 10,000 years ago 
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Evaluating Different Models of Adam & Eve ^ chr 

Individual Biologicar Ancestors 

• Science: Possibly contradicted by population genetics. 

o Genealogical ancestry converges at 6kya, genetic ancestry at SOOkya. 

• Scripture: Most natural reading of the text; some tensions with mysterious background characters 

Individual Representative-Ancestors 

• Science: Compatible depending on timeline (recent/ancient) 

o 200kya has no problems, 6kya might 

• Scripture: Resolves background character tension, fits with ANE structure 

Group Representative-Ancestors 

• Science: Compatible depending on timeline (recent/ancient) 

o 200kya has no problems, 6kya might 

• Scripture: No serious indication that God created a group in Eden 


Literary Representative Figures 

• Science: Makes no scientific claims. 

• Scripture: Can literary characters bear weight of Paul's theology*^ 
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Secondary* Theological Considerations 
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O 

STI 


rsecondary as in "secondary inference" not secondary importance 

• Original Sin 

o Is original sin propagated by natural generation parent to offspring? 
o Is the corrupted sinful nature inherited from Eve & Adam? 
o Is every human alive guilty by way of federal imputation of guilt from Adam? 
o If the wages of sin is death, why did the (hypothetical) ancestors of Eve & Adam die? 
o If the "Fall of Man" ruined the relationship between God & humanity, what was God's relationship 
to the pre-Adamites? 

o Are there some non-Adamite descendents who are not sinful? 



• Imago Dei 

o Is the image of God structuralist, being conferred iff. certain cognitive and behavioural activities? 

o Is the image of God functionalist, requiring certain structures but not entailed by them? 


Christian Anthropology 

o Are all humans of "one blood" and thus one race or many bloods and many races? 
o Is the Gospel only for the biological descendants of Adam? 


Nature of the Soul 

o If traducianism is true, would all humans need to have been born with a soul? 
o If creationism is true, could God create a soul in the offspring of a soul-nonsoul union? 


And many many 
many more! 
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Example: Reasoning from the Imago Dei 


o 

STI 


1. The image of God is structuralist, i.e. inherent to + inherited from biology and 
indicated by certain activities. 

2. There is significant evidence of such activities in the archaeological record 
being performed by Neanderthals, Denisovans, and other hominins. 

a. Cave drawings 

b. Spears 

c. Twine 


3. Therefore, Eve & Adam must be the ancestors of these groups. 

4. Therefore, Eve & Adam are probably members of homo heidelbergensis living 
about 750,000 years ago. 
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Example: Reasoning from the Genesis Narratives 


o 

STI 


1. The activities described and theology communicated in Genesis 4ff. indicate 
agrarian society 

a. "When there was no man to till the ground" 

b. Abel the sheep herder, Cain the farmer 

c. "Am I my brother's keeper?" 

d. Cain went east of Eden and built a city 

2. The earliest archaeological evidence of similar activity in the Levant dates to 
the neolithic revolution about 12kya 

3. Therefore, Adam & Eve and progeny lived around lOkya, but had 
anatomically compatible contemporaries and ancestors. 
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What does it all mean? 


o 

STI 


Are Adam and Eve in conflict with population genetics? 

• Probably not, only one interpretation of Genesis would be in conflict, and 
only if you assume both that: 

o The Bible is discussing genetic ancestry, not genealogical ancestry 
o The Genetic ancestor is more recent that 500k years 

What views of Adam and Eve are theologically permissible? 

• There are multiple views that take Adam and Eve as historical persons 

• Ultimately, secondary* theological considerations may lend weight to 
different views. 

o *secondary as in secondary inferences, not secondary importance 
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Illustrative vs Assertive 


o 

STI 


• Using a text illustratively is using the text merely to provide an illustration, real or 
imagined, of the point that the author is trying to make. So the illustrative use of a text is 
using the text to provide an illustration which may be either real or imagined of the point 
the author's trying to make. Such an illustrative use of a text does not commit the user to 
the truth of the text itself but merely to truth-in-a-text. So, for example, Greek mythology 
which is so familiar to us in Western culture is frequently the source of illustrations for us. 
We speak, for example, of something’s being a Trojan horse, or of someone's having an 
Achilles’ heel, or of somebody's opening a Pandora's box, without thinking that we are 
thereby committing ourselves to the historical reality of these relevant mythical entities. 

• So the relevant question then is whether the above New Testament passages that I've read 
are intended to assert truths or merely truths-in-a-story. Just to recap then. The literary 
Adam is a character in a story. The historical Adam is the real flesh-and-blood person that 
actually lived. Truth-in-a-story is a statement’s being in the story or being implied by a 
statement in the story whereas truth simply states what is the case. 


25 



Original Sin and Literary Adam 
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Evangelical Faith and Historical Criticism 


o 

STI 
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CHR 



Evangelical Faith 
and the Challenge 

Historical Criticism 


Ei>iii.i> BV CHRISTOPHER M HAYS 
jfiJCHRISTOPHER B ANSBERRV 


Three components to "original sin" 

1. The original, first sin in history 

2. Original guilt, the legally imputed guilt 
from Adam to his progeny 


3. Sinful Nature, or the corruption in 
humanity that leads all humans to sin. 


Both (1) and (2) will be threatened by an 
ahistorical Adam. Is (3) sufficient for 
Christian theology? 
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Adam in the New Testament 


o 
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• Matthew 19:4 // Mark 10:6 

o He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and 
female 

• Luke 3:38 

o The son of Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God, 

• Acts 17:26 

o From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their 
appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 

• Romans 5:12-21 

o Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread 
to all men because all sinned— for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not 
counted where there is no law. Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning 
was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. But the free gift is 
not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and 
the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. And the free gift is not like the 
result of that one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free 
gift following many trespasses brought justification.... 
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Adam in the New Testament 
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1 Corinthians 11:8-16 

o For man was not made from woman, but woman from man. Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man. That 
is why a wife ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels. Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is 
not independent of man nor man of woman; for as woman was made from man, so man is now born of woman. And all 
things are from God. Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a wife to pray to God with her head uncovered? Does not nature 
itself teach you that if a man wears long hair it is a disgrace for him, but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair 
is given to her for a covering. If anyone is inclined to be contentious, we have no such practice, nor do the churches of God. 

1 Corinthians 15:20-23 

o But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came 
death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 
But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 

1 Corinthians 15:42-49 

o So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor; 
it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there 
is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, "The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam 
became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual. The first man was 
from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the 
dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, 
we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. 


77 



Adam in the New Testament 
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• 2 Corinthians 11:3 

o But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a 
sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 

• Jude 1:14 

o It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes 
with ten thousands of his holy ones 

• 1 Timothy 2:12-15 

o And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence. For Adam was 
formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into 
transgression. Nevertheless she will be saved in childbearing if they continue in faith, love, and holiness, 
with self-control. 
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Jesus Cites Adam ® chI 

Mere citation by a NT author, does not prove historicity 


• Matthew 19:4 // Mark 10:6 

• NT Authors quote false stories (Janus Jamboris, water rock, Enoch 
Prophecy), pagan poets 
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Illustrative Uses 
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Matthew 19:4 

o He answered, "Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and 
female 

Mark 10:6 

o But from the beginning of creation, God MADE THEM MALE AND FEMALE. 
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Assertion? 
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Possibly Illustrative 

• 1 Timothy 2:12-15 

o And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence. For Adam was 
formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into 
transgression. Nevertheless she will be saved in childbearing if they continue in faith, love, and holiness, 
with self-control, 

• 1 Corinthians 11:8-16 

o For man was not made from woman, but woman from man. Neither was man created for woman, but 

woman for man. That is why a wife ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the 
angels. Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent of man nor man of woman; for as woman 
was made from man, so man is now born of woman. And all things are from God, Judge for yourselves: is 
it proper for a wife to pray to God with her head uncovered? Does not nature itself teach you that if a 
man wears long hair it is a disgrace for him, but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair is 
given to her for a covering. If anyone is inclined to be contentious, we have no such practice, nor do the 
churches of God. 
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